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Small Group Discussion Starters

Teen Version

Session 4

Shifts that Build Dynamic and Lasting Relationships
Read: The story about the backyard being set on fire (pages 145-146).

1.  How can harsh words, or a tongue out of control, burn like a fire?

Read: Proverbs 18:21; 12:18 and James 3:3-10.

2.  What are some of the warnings God gives about the power of our words?  

Read: The story about the two school teachers titled, “The Sweet and the Sour” (pages 147-149).

3.  How have you experienced the power of words to cut, burn and bring pain in your life?

4.  How have you been blessed, built up and encouraged through the words of another person?

5.  Just as words can burn, they can also bless and build others up.  God wants you to use this great power to strengthen, encourage and affirm people.  What is one action you can take to begin blessing one of the following people with your words?

· A parent

· A grandparent

· A sibling

· A friend

· Someone on your campus who is often left out

· A teacher

· A pastor, Sunday school teacher or small group leader

Read: John 13:4-17 and Mark 10:45.

6.  We live in a world where most people try to reach a place where others will serve them and take care of them.  What radically counter-cultural message is Jesus teaching those who want to be his followers?  

7.  In Jesus’ day, washing feet was one of the grossest and lowest forms of service.  It was the job that no one wanted.  What are some modern day examples of “foot-washing” kinds of service we can offer each other?  

8.  Who is one person you believe God wants you to serve more faithfully and what is an action of service you can offer to this person?

9.  What gets in the way of you serving the people in one of the following places:

· In your home

· At your school

· In your community

· With your friends

10.  How can the example of Jesus help you build stronger relationships through growing as a servant?
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