[image: image1.png]ence in y°U/-/.

o o o the little changes that





Small Group Discussion Starters

Teen Version

Session 5

Shifts That Open the Gates of True Riches
Read: The introduction to section five of Seismic Shifts about the money monster (pages 184-185).

1.  How have you seen the damage of the money monster in one of the following areas:

· In your family

· In your life

· In society

· In the life of someone you love (please do not use their name)

Read: Matthew 6:19-21 and 24; 1 Timothy 6:10.

2.  How is Jesus’ view of material things different that our culture’s view?

Read: The story about the little boy and his pack of Smarties in the introduction to chapter thirteen (Pages 188-189).

3.  Tell about a person in your life who has been a “Smarties hero” and modeled a lifestyle of joyful generosity.

4.  What are some of the things that cause us to hold onto our Smarties and not share them?

Read: The introduction about hamsters in chapter fourteen of Seismic Shifts (Page 202-203)

5.  How do you see the hamster spirit at work in the world today?

6.  If we truly believed that everything we have belongs to God, how might this change the way we use our resources?

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

7.  What does this passage teach us about God’s part and our part in giving?

Read: The section “Is the Term ‘Cheerful Giver’ an Oxymoron?” (Page 205-207).

8.  What lessons can we learn from the little boy in this story?

Read: 1 Timothy 6:17-19 and reread Matthew 6:19-21 

9.  What are the differences between earthly wealth and heavenly wealth?

10.  What is one step you can take to invest more intentionally in things that will last forever?
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