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Small Group Discussion Starters

Teen Version

Session 6

Shifts That Will Help You Impact Your Community and World
Read: Matthew 9:35-38

1.  In this passage Jesus uses the image of a field ready for harvest and people who are needed to go into the fields and bring in the crops.  The harvest is people (your friends, neighbors, family members and others) who have not yet come to faith in Jesus Christ.  The harvesters are those who already know Jesus and are called to go out and share God’s love and message.  What does Jesus teach about the harvest and those who are sent to bring it in?  

Read: The introduction to chapter sixteen about people who say, “What about us?  Don’t forget us!”  (pages 229-231)

2.  What can happen to a church or a youth group that spends all its time and energy taking care of those who already know Jesus?

3.  One of the ways we make the shift from focusing on ourselves to caring for the world is by remembering all the great things we have because of Jesus.  Take some time as a small group to make a list of some of the things God gives us when we accept Jesus and become his followers.  


As followers of Jesus these are some of the things we have:

What do those who are not followers of Jesus have that is of eternal value? (Take time to list these things)

4.  How should the two lists above impact the way we set priorities in our lives, our youth group, and our church?

5.  What were some of the risks Jesus took to reach out to people who were outcasts, lost and wandering like sheep without a shepherd?  What were some of the consequences of the risks Jesus took?

6.  Reaching out to those who are not followers of Jesus can be messy and costly.  But, it is always worth the investment when God brings in a harvest of people who come to faith in Jesus.  What risk is God calling you to take so that you can share his love more effectively with your friends and on your campus?  What new step of outreach might God call your small group or youth group to take?

7.  Part of entering into God’s call to reach the world is learning to get out of the church and live beyond our comfortable Christian circles.  This happens as we enter into the lives and worlds of those who do not know Jesus as the leader of their lives.  What is one step you can take to connect more closely with people outside of God’s family?

Read: 1 Peter 3:15 and Matthew 5:13-16

Read: The introduction to chapter eighteen about Patches the dog (Page 253-254)

8.  Many of us have met people who have tried to force the message of Jesus down our throat like a tablespoon of caster oil.  If you have had an experience like this, tell your story and how this made you feel.

9.  What are some of the consequences of trying to force Jesus down people’s throats?

10.  Many of us also had people who have walked with us in a patient and loving relationship and shared Jesus in a natural way.  If you have had a person in your life who taught you about Jesus in this way, tell about their impact on your life.  What can you do to follow the example of this person as you share God’s love with others?
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