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Small Group Discussion Starters

Children’s Version

Session 4

Shifts That Help You Show Love to Your Family and Friends
Read: The story about the backyard being set on fire (pages 145-146).

1.  How can mean words, or a tongue out of control, burn like a fire?

Read these passages about our words (tongues): 

Your tongue has the power of life and death.

    Those who love to talk will eat the fruit of their words. (Proverbs 18:21)

  Thoughtless words cut like a sword.

    But the tongue of wise people brings healing. (Proverbs 12:18)

We put a bit in the mouth of a horse to make it obey us. We can control the whole animal with it.  And how about ships? They are very big. They are driven along by strong winds. But they are steered by a very small rudder. It makes them go where the captain wants to go.

 
In the same way, the tongue is a small part of the body. But it brags a lot. Think about how a small spark can set a big forest on fire.

The tongue also is a fire. The tongue is the most evil part of the body. It pollutes the whole person. It sets a person’s whole way of life on fire. And the tongue is set on fire by hell.

People have controlled all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea. They still control them.  But no one can control the tongue. It is an evil thing that never rests. It is full of deadly poison.

With our tongues we praise our Lord and Father. With our tongues we call down curses on people. We do it even though they have been created to be like God.  Praise and cursing come out of the same mouth. My brothers and sisters, it shouldn’t be that way. (James 3:3-10)

2.  What are some of the warnings God gives about how our words can be powerful and hurt others if we are not careful?  

Read: The story about the kind teacher and the mean teacher called, “The Sweet and the Sour”  (pages 147-149).

3.  How have you experienced the power of words to hurt?

4.  Tell about a time someone said something really nice to you and how this made you feel.

5.  Just as words can burn, they can also build people up.  God wants you to use your words to encourage and affirm people.  What is an example of something you could say to one of the following people that would make them feel happy?

· A parent

· A grandparent

· A sibling

· A friend

· Someone on your campus who is often left out

· A teacher

Read this story about how Jesus showed love by serving others:
So he (Jesus) got up from the meal and took off his outer clothes. He wrapped a towel around his waist.  After that, he poured water into a large bowl. Then he began to wash his disciples’ feet. He dried them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

He came to Simon Peter.

  “Lord,” Peter said to him, “are you going to wash my feet?”

Jesus replied, “You don’t realize now what I am doing. But later you will understand.”

 “No,” said Peter. “You will never wash my feet.”

  Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you can’t share life with me.”

 “Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet! Wash my hands and my head too!”

Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs to wash only his feet. The rest of his body is clean. And you are clean. But not all of you are.”

Jesus knew who was going to hand him over to his enemies. That was why he said not every one was clean.

When Jesus finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes. Then he returned to his place.

  “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them.  “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord.’ You are right. That is what I am.  I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet. So you also should wash one another’s feet.  I have given you an example. You should do as I have done for you.

 “What I’m about to tell you is true. A servant is not more important than his master. And a messenger is not more important than the one who sends him.  Now you know these things. So you will be blessed if you do them. (John 13:4-17)

6.  Most of us like it best when other people do things for us.  We would rather have people serve us than be the one serving them.  What did Jesus do to show us a different way to live?  How do you think the disciples felt about Jesus serving them?

7.  In Jesus’ day, washing feet was one of the grossest and worst chores.  It was the job that no one wanted.  What are some ways we could serve each other by doing the things no one really wants to do?  

8.  Who is one person you believe God wants you to help in some way and what can you do to serve this person?
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