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Small Group Discussion Starters

Children’s Version

Session 6

Shifts That Help You Show God’s Love to Other People
Read: Matthew 9:35-38

Jesus went through all the towns and villages. He taught in their synagogues. He preached the good news of the kingdom. And he healed every illness and sickness.  When he saw the crowds, he felt deep concern for them. They were beaten down and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is huge. But there are only a few workers.  So ask the Lord of the harvest to send workers out into his harvest field.” (Matthew 9:35-38)

1.  In this passage Jesus uses the picture of a field ready for harvest and the people who are needed to go into the fields and bring in the harvest.  The harvest is people (your friends, neighbors, family members and others) who have not yet come to faith in Jesus Christ.  The harvesters are those who already know Jesus and are called to go out and share God’s love and message.  What does Jesus teach about the harvest and those who are sent to bring it in?  

2.  Who are friends and family members you care about that don’t believe in Jesus?

3.  If you could tell these people about how much Jesus loves them, what would you say?

Read: the story about patches the dog (pages 253-254):

4.  Why didn’t Patches like getting the caster oil every day?  

5.  In the story we find out that Patches really liked the flavor of the castor oil.  What are some of the things about Jesus that are wonderful and bring joy?  

6.  What can we do to help people see how great it is to know Jesus, to love him, and to live for him?

Close by praying together for people who you care about that don’t know Jesus.

Note- All passages printed in this study are from the NIrV (New International Readers Version) of the Bible.
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